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Reflection & Discussion Questions

Genesis tells the story of Jospeh and his brothers

Read and discuss Genesis 37:12-27 (NIV)

12 Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, 13 and Israel said to Joseph, “As you know, your
brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, | am going to send you to them.” “Very well,” he replied.

14 So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to me.” Then
he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron. When Joseph arrived at Shechem, '* a man found him wandering around in
the fields and asked him, “What are you looking for?” 16 He replied, “I’'m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where
they are grazing their flocks?” 17 “They have moved on from here,” the man answered. “I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to
Dothan.” So Joseph went dfter his brothers and found them near Dothan. '8 But they saw him in the distance, and before
he reached them, they plotted to kill him. '? “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill
him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of
his dreams.”

21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said. 22 “Don’t shed any
blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him
from them and take him back to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the
ornate robe he was wearing— 24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no
water in it. 25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from

Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt.
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to
the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; dfter all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed.
Read and discuss Genesis 45:1-11 (NIV)

45 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone leave my
presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that
the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “Il am Joseph! Is my father
still living?”” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said
to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into
Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save
lives that God sent me ahead of you. ¢ For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years
there will be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save
your lives by a great deliverance. 8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh,
lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.  Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son
Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. '° You shall live in the region of

Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. ! | will provide
for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you
will become destitute.’

*What stands out to you as you read this story again? What can we observe about Joseph’s family dynamics?
*What are the paths available to Joseph (and us) when he is betrayed?

*What can we learn about the true nature of God and of being His people from this story?

*How does Joseph reframe his betrayal?



The humans in our life WILL mistreat us
People love us according to their capacity not according to our worthiness.

*When was a time that your mistreatment or betrayal by another felt like a statement on your worth/value?
*What helps you to keep proper perspective on your actual worth and value in human relationships?

God is present and at work in the story of betrayal
His presence in our life is about forming and leading us to trust Him and discover His purpose.

*How have you seen God at work in the midst of your own painful times?

*|s there a betrayal you could work on reframing with the presence of God in it?

*How does the presence of God in our mistreatment help us to walk the path of grace with others?

*Is there a relationship or situation where your heart needs to be open to the possibility that He is present and
working?

Jesus broke the rule of karma in our life
What Joseph does for his brothers is what Jesus does for us.

*Can you identify with the brothers in the story?

*Are there places where you betray others due to your own brokenness?

*What are you hearing from the Spirit about the grace you’ve received? Where are you being called to act in
grace and not karma?



