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Reflection & Discussion Questions

The enemy of God rarely deals in outright lies
He takes good things God creates and twists them to destroy us.

*Why would this be an effective strategy?
*How have you seen this in action?

The real gospel is historical
It is rooted in God’s unfolding plan throughout time and for our lives right now.

*Why should the historical nature of the gospel matter to us?
*What part does the gospel play in our life right now, today?

The real gospel is Jesus centered and about grace through him alone

Read and discuss Acts 13:26-41 (NIV)

26 “Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been

sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of
the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate
to have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the

cross and laid him in a tomb. 3° But God raised him from the dead, 3! and for many days he was seen by those who had
traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people.

32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up
Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: ““You are my son; today | have become your father.”

34 God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said, “‘l will give you the holy and
sure blessings promised to David.” 35 So it is also stated elsewhere: ““You will not let your holy one see decay.’

3¢ “Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his ancestors and
his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay.

38 “Therefore, my friends, | want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 3? Through
him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of

Moses. 40 Take care that what the prophets have said does not happen to you: 4! ““Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish,
for | am going to do something in your days that you would never believe, even if someone told you.”

*What do we see about the real gospel in this passage?
*What other things do we tend to add to or focus our gospel on?
*What does it mean that we cannot ‘participate in our own salvation’?

The real gospel is inclusive
Everyone who wants Jesus gets him.

Read and discuss Acts |3:42-48 (NIV)



42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak further about these things on the
next Sabbath. 43 When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul
and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 44 On the next Sabbath almost the
whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They
began to contradict what Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly:
“We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life,
we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us:

“I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for
eternal life believed.

*What does this passage say about people? About God?
*What examples of gatekeepers can you think of? What does the real gospel teach us about control?

Living the Christian life means to continue in the grace of God
It is our security with God, because of Jesus, that leads us to real righteousness.

*How have you ever embraced a counterfeit gospel?
*How has the grace of God helped you to walk in relationship with Him?
*Where might He be calling you to recalibrate to the true gospel right now?



