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Reflection & Discussion Questions

We should only try to help others with their sexual sin when we have a relatively clear picture of God’s
ideal for sexuality and are rigorously committed to dealing with our own issues.

*Why might these two criteria be important? What could happen if we’re missing one, or both?
*How do humility and love give us credibility with others? How have you seen this in your life?

We should treat others with sexual brokenness like Jesus would treat them

These 3 stories in the Gospels model how Jesus interacts with the broken.

Read and discuss the following passages:

Luke 7:36-50 3¢ When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at
the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there
with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is
touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, | have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said.

41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii,[] and the other fifty. 42 Neither of
them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”

43 Simon replied, “l suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? | came into your house. You did not give me
any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. > You did not give me a kiss, but this
woman, from the time | entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume
on my feet. 47 Therefore, | tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven
little loves little.”

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

John 4:4-30 4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob
had given to his son Joseph. é Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was
about noon.” When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had
gone into the town to buy food.) ? The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and | am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) !9 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is
that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” ! “Sir,” the woman said, “you
have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this
water will be thirsty again, '4 but whoever drinks the water | give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will become
in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” !5 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that | won’t get

thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” 6 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” '7 “| have no
husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. '8 The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 1? “Sir,” the woman said, “l can
see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must
worship is in Jerusalem.” 2! “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from
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the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 25 The
woman said, “l know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus
declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a
woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman
went back to the town and said to the people, 22 “Come, see a man who told me everything | ever did. Could this be the
Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.

John 8:3-11 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the
group 4and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone
such women. Now what do you say?” é They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus
bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to
them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the
ground. ? At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman
still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” ! “No one,
sir,” she said. “Then neither do | condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

*What do these passages show us about Jesus and the way he responded to the broken?
*What can we learn about the way we interact with someone whose sexual issues we find problematic?
*What is challenging about these stories when we shift our focus looking to Jesus’s behavior as a model?

Jesus sees the sexually broken as whole people, he invites them to faith, and he speaks kindly about their
brokenness
This is what we can embody as we deal with other’s sexuality.

*What could help you not compartmentalize people as their issues?
*How would we practically prioritize someone’s faith over any other issue?
*What posture and words draw someone to talk about their brokenness?

We can tenaciously trust God with the sexually broken people in our lives
They, just like us, can only find righteousness through faith in Jesus.

*What is the Holy Spirit showing you about the way you view and treat other’s sexual brokenness?

*Where is He challenging you to love in a way that gives you credibility to speak?

*When you think of a person whose sexual brokenness is problematic for you — where is He calling you to model the
posture of Jesus?

*What has the Holy Spirit been saying to you throughout this series on Sexual Wholeness?

For further resources about sexual wholeness check out our Resource Center in the Gathering Place.
Many of these have been curated for this series especially.

Surfing for God by John M. Cusick

The Freedom Fight by Ted Shimer

Unwanted by Jay Stringer

Understanding Sexual Identity by Mark Yarhouse

Understanding Gender Dysphoria by Mark Yarhouse

It’s Great to Be a Guy by Dannah Gresh and Jarrod Sechler  It’s Great to Be a Girl by Dannah Gresh and Suzy Weibel
God's Design for Sex book series by Stan and Brenna Jones and Carolyn Nystrom

Good Pictures Bad Pictures and Good Pictures Bad Pictures Junior by Kristen Jenson

Redeeming Sex by Deb Hirsch

Love is an Orientation by Andrew Marin

The Soul of Shame by Curt Thompson
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