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Reflection & Discussion Questions 

 

John wants us to understand that obedience is about fellowship 

Abiding is fellowship based not action based.  

 

Read and discuss 1 John 2:28-29(ESV) 
28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at 

his coming. 29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him. 

*What do these verses say about God? About people? 

*What does the word ‘abide’ mean? 

*How is abiding fellowship based? 

 

The lens in which we see God determines our understanding of Scripture 

We see our beliefs about God overlaid into every verse we read. 

 

Read and discuss 1 John 3:1-10(ESV) 

3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason 

why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will 

be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he 

is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared 

in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps 

on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness 

is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from 

the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes 

a practice of sinning, for God's[b] seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of 

God. 10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. 
*What do these verses say about God? About people? 

*Why is using the right lens so important? What lens about God is John calling us to use? 

*What misunderstandings about obedience could come from using a wrong lens of God in this passage? 

 

Our proximity to Jesus and the lens in which we choose to see him determines everything in our lives 

“He is different by far than our broken conclusions 

You are not the god my pain has conceived 

You are deeper and stronger than my eyes can see” 

 

*How have you seen your proximity to Jesus shape something in your life? 

*What lens have you been seeing scripture and Jesus through lately? Is there a change that needs to take place? 

*How can you focus on abiding with Jesus this week? 

 

 

Visual reflection (Visio Divina)* Untitled drawing by Barbie Spitzmiller 

Song for reflection  Abide by Kingdom Culture Worship 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202%3A28-3%3A10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30572b
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/275141858475842116/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6zFquL84qA

