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Reflection & Discussion Questions

Read and discuss Mark 11:12:25 (NIV)

"2 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. '* Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he
went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the
season for figs. '* Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard
him say it.

'* On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who were buying and
selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, ' and
would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. '’ And as he taught them, he said, “Is
it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of
robbers.”

'® The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they
feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.

'” When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.

*%In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. *' Peter remembered and
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”

22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. ** “Truly | tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself
into the sea,” and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for
them. ** Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be
yours. ** And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in
heaven may forgive you your sins.”

*What does this passage show us about God? About people?

*What is this passage saying to you? Is there something here to share with someone else?

*What is the connection between the stories of the fig tree and the temples being overturned?

This story should scare us a little
God’s people are supposed to be an invitation to the world not a barrier.

*What does a religious gatekeeper look like?
*Why do you think it can be easy for a faith community to become a barrier between people and God?
*What can help keep us from religious exclusivity?

This story should inspire us
Jesus fights for people, including us.

*What tables have you seen Jesus flip for you?
*Is it difficult to see yourself as someone Jesus would fight and knock down barriers for?



This story should direct us
He invites us to an aggressive love for anyone that is living separated from God.

*What does this aggressive love look like to you?
*Who might you be directed to fight for in this way?

Jesus balanced both devotion AND action
Both are legitimate spiritual paths, but the biggest danger is to be neither.

*Do you naturally focus your spiritual life on devotion or on action?

*What could you do to add some balance?
*Where are you bearing fruit as his temple on earth? Where are you struggling to flourish?

For more information or additional resources on Lent, please contact Caitlin cgarrett@pulpitrock.com
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